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2 N | ~
ooking {lhgad
f:cbruary Writing in f:ourth (srade

Bepore Loo‘(ing Alﬁeaci, let’s LOOK BACK at Januarg. ]n Januarg.‘.

> Youused [Tletchers [/ aunch (nitto refocus and re-energize your students for writing.

> You Probablg revisited routines and Proceciures for Writer's \/\/orkslﬁop exPectations and

>

behaviors.

HOPCFU”H your students came togetlﬁer as a communitg oxcwriters, and were able to verba”g
share writing, ideas with one another. ] his also would give them an oPPortunitH tobea
Proc{uctive and effective partner in regarcis to feedback.

Jn l:cbruary ...(Looking Ahead):

>

The Facing (Guide leaves Februarg open for Nonfiction \/\/riting‘ Check out

www.writingfix.com and then goto Writing Across the Curriculum. T here are tons of lessons

for His’corg and Science writing using Picture books,/texts that students will engage witht |f

you want to integrate your curriculum thisis a great Place to start!

Another resource for quick and to the Point Nonfiction lesson Plans is: Nonfiction Craft

| essons, }35 Joarm FortaluPi and Ralplﬁ Fletcher. Jtis sectioned }35 gracie bands and very
teacher- Friencﬂg.

You can continue to work on an |~ laboration Module that fits with the Nonfiction unit so
thatitis tauglﬁt in the context of their writing, The Frewriting Module called Alplﬁabetic
Taxonomy is a }Jeginner Prewriting strategy that works well with nonfiction writing.

Modeling is still so imPor’cant, even for 4“1 graciersl Giving them time to Practice the strategies
and try them out in different Pieces of writing is one of the 1«:55 to success.

Make sure students know their audience and purpose for what they are writing before they
start writing.

Remember, in the classroom where writing lﬁaPPens regularlg and instruction in writing
lﬁaPPens regularly, students need not fear a writing assessment. (Fletchen)

[Have students work with the end in mind...what type of Publislﬁing will be done with the writing?
(ideas listed at the end of the lessons) T his will helP with the organization Piece‘ [t will also
lﬁelP students revise as they go.

| isted below are the Nonfiction lesson Plans from Ralplﬁ Fletchers TQ\/\/ You may be
Finislﬁing up with these, orjus’c beginning, ciePenciing on how you Paceci your class the
last2months.
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Nonfiction {Unit of Studq, (_rQVV) KalPh Fletcher

r:cbruarg | essons and Tcaching Points

(Non?iction spans Dcccmber, Januarg, and Fcbruarg}

| esson Card Number and T itle

Tcaching Points, TiPs

| -18

(se a Natural Voice

Students are taugl’xt that nonfiction writing needs to have
the element of voice. Stuc{cnts look at different Phrascs
that authors of nonfiction use to insert voice into their

writing.

D-io
[Find the Kigl’xt Distance bfj Fu”ing n C!osc

Students cxp|orc how usingvoice and details !’xclps the

writer come closerto their topic.

D-i1
[Find the Kigl’xt Distance bfj Fu”ing Back

Students look at Pu”ing back from writing to give the
reader a Iargcr Perspectivc. What imPortant information is

the writer Forgctting to include?

D-1
Anticipatc What the Audience Expcc’cs

Students are given an cxphcit strategy to think about their
reader. 53 asking questions about the toPic, the writer can

organize their writing,

D-9

]53 1Ccaturing “one” instead of a group in writing, the reader

Capture the Power of Orne is able to connect more casilﬁ with the P!igl’xt of an
individual.
I~H~ Studcnts choose details to !’xclp s!’xarpcn the focus and

(Use Authentic Detalls

write in an authoritative voice.

D-¢
Use Subtitles to Organizc Your Writing

Using subtitles !’xclp to bring orderto research.

D-20
Open with a Scene

Students try writing a scene to lead their reader into their
writing.

D-18
| ead with a Qpcs’cion

Arnother strategy for writing a lead is to ask a ques’cion that

intrigues the reader.

|24
Use \/ocabularg SPeciFic toa Subject

When using spccializcc{ vocabularg the writer needs to
understand the words {:irst, and then cxp|ain them to the
reader. ] he back of the card has to very clear examplcs of

how to incorporatc spccializcc{ vocabularg in aclear way.

D-5
(se a ] ransition Between |deas

Using transitions is introduced to !’xclp with the c!’xoppincss
of student writing. Thisisa soP!’xisticatcc{ concept.

l-19
Make a Comparison

Writcrs !’xclp us see the world in new ways when t!’xcg make a

comparison that is unusual and interesting.
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P-4 ]53 using commas to list ti’xings students can shift to writing

USC Commas to List Idcas more compicx sentences.

GLE 3.2.5% (scntcnccs)

F~7 Students look at how c”ipses can be usedin a Practicai
(Use the E”ipsis way and alsoin a way to create mood.

| ~16 Overusing Passivc verbs weakens writing. Students look at
Avoid Passive Verbs how to ci’xangc sentences from Passivc to active.

Fublishing Possibilities:

broci‘iure, feature articie, report, bulletin board ciisPiay, event or okject ciescriPtion, oral

rePor’c
Kcy notes about tcaching Nonfiction Writing (from chic Routman, Writing [ ssentials)
> Expositorﬂ writing cieveioPs more siowig than narrative writing.
> Don't overload students with nonfiction writing that requires alot of research. Teaci'iing
students to do the research is more ciﬁa”enging and requires a scparate, intensive teaci'iing
focus.
> 5ummarizing isa Prerequisite fro writing a successful report.
» Provide more time for i)rowsing nonfiction (after you've modeled how to browse) and

immersing children in the genre before exPecting them to write.

A Framework for Tcaching Writing (Genres
(Writing [ ssentials, Regie Routman)

FFind out what kids know about the genre, and chart responses.
Gati'ier lots of examPies of the genre ata level aPProPriate for most oigour students.
| et students, in Pairs or small groups, browse tiirougi'i these materials. Model first.

Discuss and chart, “\What makes a gooci (blank)?
Witi'i stucients, choose one text to stuciy togeti'ier‘

YV V V V V V

Write in the genre togeti'ier as a class. USC the ianguage of the genre. Reier to chart you
created.

]cientiig additional criteria for what to include when writing in the genre.

FrePare to write- students gati'ier resources, brainstorm ideas...

Whrite for a sustained Perioci in the form of the genre for an authentic audience and purpose.
(onfer with students and teach what is needed. (Ceiei}rate, assess, teach, revise, edit)
Publish and share with intended audience.

Encourage students to write more Pieces in the genre.

YV V V V V V




