Application for a General Education
Development (GED) release meeting with PASD
Assistant Superintendent. Bring this with you to
your appointment at Central Services, 905 W 9th
St., Port Angeles WA 98363
Student Information
_____________________________________________________________________________
Legal Last Name
Legal First Name
Legal Middle Name
_____________________________________________________________________________
Address
City/State/Zip
Telephone Number
_____________________________________________________________________________
Birthdate (Month/Day/Year)
Grade
Social Security Number
____________________________________________________________________________
Name the school you are currently attending or name the school you last attended.
Please answer the following questions:
Date(s) you visited with your school counselor:

Date(s) of Appointment _______________

Counselor Name __________________________ Counselor Initials ____________________
What other options have you considered i.e.? Lincoln High___________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Why do you think the GED is the best avenue for you at this time?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
What are your goals for the future?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
What profession are you interested in?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Special Note: Before a meeting with the Assistant Superintendent is scheduled, you are required to:
pay any fines or fees; books and/or uniforms in hand, should the GED release be granted. Books and
uniforms must be returned or fees paid before a GED release is finalized. See the bookkeeper at the
school you attended.
Truancy: If there are any truancy issues outstanding, this must be cleared before a meeting is scheduled.
Meeting attendees: Parent and/or guardian unless student is 18 years of age.

For office use:
 Attach a copy of fines/books currently out/uniforms listed in Skyward.
 Attach a copy of the student’s current transcript.

The 2014 GED® Test Specifications






Four content areas:
 Reasoning Through Language Arts (RLA) (150 minutes)
- Section 1 (35 minutes*)
- Section 2 (45 minutes)
- Student Break (10 minutes)
- Section 3 (60 minutes*)
*The time allotted for sections 1 and 3 may vary slightly, but the total test time will
always be 150 minutes.
 Mathematical Reasoning (115 minutes)
- Part 1 - (first 5 test questions) calculator not allowed
- Part 2 - (remaining 41 test questions) calculator allowed
 As of Friday, February 21, 2014, the standard time allowance on the GED® test Mathematical Reasoning was increased by 25 minutes.
 The time allowance for GED Ready™ - Mathematical Reasoning was also increased
by 13 minutes.
 Science (90 minutes)
 Social Studies (90 minutes)
- Section 1 (65 minutes)
- Section 2 (25 minutes)
English and Spanish
Students can test three times on the same subject without waiting. After the third attempt,
there is a 60-day waiting period before trying again.
Seven different item types:










Extended response
Drag-and-drop
Drop-down
Fill-in-the-blank
Hot spot
Multiple choice
Short answer
Delivered on computer (not online)



Paper testing only available as an accommodation

Reasoning through Language Arts
In alignment with career and college readiness standards, the GED® RLA assessment focuses on
three essential groupings of skills:
1. The ability to read closely
2. The ability to write clearly
3. The ability to edit and understand the use of standard written English in context

2

Because the strongest predictor of career and college readiness is the ability to read and
comprehend complex texts, especially nonfiction, the RLA Test includes texts from both
academic and workplace contexts. These texts reflect a range of complexity levels, in terms of
ideas, syntax and style. The writing tasks, or Extended Response (ER) items, require test-takers
to analyze given source texts and use evidence drawn from the text(s) to support their answers.
Given these priorities, the GED® RLA Test adheres to the following parameters:










Seventy-five percent of the texts in the exam are informational texts (including nonfiction
drawn from the science and the social studies as well as a range of texts from workplace
contexts); 25 percent are literature.
The texts included in the test cover a range of text complexity, including texts at the career
and college readiness level.
For texts in which comprehension hinges on vocabulary, the focus is on understanding words
that appear frequently in texts from a wide variety of disciplines and, by their definition, are
not unique to a particular discipline.
U.S. founding documents and the “the Great American Conversation” that followed are
required texts for study and assessment.
The length of the texts included in the reading comprehension component of the test vary
between 450 and 900 words.
Roughly 80 percent of the items are written to a Depth of Knowledge cognitive complexity
level 2 or higher.
Reading and writing standards, such as those found in the Career and College Ready
Standards, will also be measured in the GED® Social Studies Test, and the reading standards
will be measured in the GED® Science Test.

READING COMPREHENSION ON THE GED® RLA TEST
The reading comprehension component of the GED® RLA Test is intended to measure two
overarching reading standards that appear in the Career and College Ready Standards as Anchor
Reading Standards 1 and 10, respectively:
1. Determine the details of what is explicitly stated and make logical inferences or valid claims
that square with textual evidence
2. Read and respond to questions from a range of texts that are from the upper levels of
complexity, including texts at the career and college-ready level of text complexity.
These two high-level standards broadly govern all aspects of passage selection and item
development in the reading comprehension component of the GED® RLA Test. As candidates
are asked to determine the main idea, the point of view, the meaning of words and phrases, and
other inferences and claims, they are asked to do so based on texts that span a range of
complexity, including texts at the career and college-readiness level.
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WRITING ON THE GED® RLA TEST
The writing component integrates reading and writing into meaningful tasks that require
candidates to support their written analysis with evidence drawn from a given source text(s) of
appropriate complexity provided in the test. Also, given the growing demand and use of
technology in all levels of postsecondary education and careers, the GED® test is administered
by computer. Therefore, as in the reading component of the RLA Test, the following two highlevel standards, which correspond with Career and College Ready Standards 9 and 6
respectively, broadly govern all aspects of the writing tasks.
1. Draw relevant and sufficient evidence from a literary or information text to support analysis
and reflection.
2. Use technology to produce writing, demonstrating sufficient command of keyboarding skills.
Candidate responses are scored by a multi-trait rubric that focuses on three elements:




Trait 1: Analysis of Arguments and Use of Evidence
Trait 2: Development of Ideas and Structure
Trait 3: Clarity and Command of Standard English

LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS AND USAGE ON THE GED® RLA TEST
The language component of the GED® RLA Test measures a candidate’s ability to demonstrate
command of a foundational set of conventions of standard English that have been identified as
most important for career and college readiness by higher education instructors of postsecondary entry-level, credit-bearing composition courses. This core set of skills includes
essential components of grammar, usage, capitalization and punctuation.
The GED® RLA Test includes editing items in an authentic context in which highlighted words
or phrases appear in dropdown menus offering alternatives, which include a clear best choice
alongside common errors or misconceptions.
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